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' Exalted One, give me medicine for my child!' The
Master, seeing the promise in her, said: * Go, enter the
town, and at any house where yet no man hath died, thence
bring a little mustard-seed.' "Tis well, lord!' she said,
with mind relieved ; and, going to the first house in the
town,, said : * Let me take a litble mustard, that I may give
medicine to my child. If in this house no man hath jet
died, give me a little mustard.' c Who may say how many
have not died here ?' ' With such mustard, then, I have
nought to do.s So she went on to a second and a third
house, until, by the might of the Buddha, her frenzy left
her, her natural mind was restored, and she thought:
' Even this will be the order of things in the whole town.
The Exalted One foresaw this out of his pity for my good/
And, thrilled at the thought, she left the town and laid her
child in the charnel-field, saying:
' No village law1 is this, no city law,
No law for this clan, or for that alone;
For the whole world—ay, and the gods in heav'n—
This is the Law : all, is impermanent !'
So saying, she went to the Master. And he said:
£ Gotami, hast thou gotten the little mustard ?' And she
said: 'Wrought is the work, lord, of the little mustard.
Give thou me confirmation/ Then the Master spoke
thus :
* To him whose heart on children and on goods2
Is centred, cleaving to them in his thoughts,
Death cometh like a great flood in the night,
Bearing away the village in its sleep/3
When he had spoken, she was confirmed in the fruition
of the First (the Stream - entry) Path, and asked for
ordination. He consented, and she, thrice saluting by the
1 Dhamma.
3 * Goods '—lit., cattle or herds—is pertinent, since she had counted
on her child for her improved status, which the absence of l goods' in

